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Jackie Chan is the undefeated Kung Fu Master who dishes out the action in traditional Jackie Chan
style. When a young boy sets out to learn how to fight from the Master himself, he not only
witnesses some spectacular fights, but learns some important life lessons along the way. I saw this
film under the title JACKIE CHAN & THE KUNG FU KID. It's a Chinese propaganda piece, shot in
Beijing, and designed to pass on ideals of behaviour to 'educate' audiences. Thus the tale is about an
obnoxious 15 year old boy who mistreats his family and friends in a bid to meet up with his all-time
favourite star, Jackie Chan. Inevitably he learns some important life lessons along the way, not least
from Jackie himself.
I suppose 2009 must have marked the year that Jackie became heavily involved with the Chinese
government. I notice that this film was put out by the Beijing-based Children's Film Studio, which has
been making propaganda films for children since the 1980s. The story of the film isn't so bad but the
execution is; this is a very cheap production barely above the Z-grade shot-on-video level.
The main characters are all very dull and their acting abilities limited. The moralising is so heavyhanded as to be off-putting. Jackie himself gets to take part in a few fight scenes, but rather
unforgivably he appears to be doubled more than a few times, which is a definite no-no for fans of
the martial artist. My favourite scene is a nice cameo from old-timer Jackie co-star Yuen Wah, playing
himself. Originally and more accurately titled Looking For Jackie, this 2009 Chinese family comedy
has been retitled for its UK release in a cynical attempt to cash-in on Jackie Chan's recent Karate Kid
remake. But with little screen time for the martial arts legend, does the film offer enough elsewhere
to placate fans angry at being duped into picking up this DVD?
A little research shows that Jackie Chan & The Kung Fu Kid was certainly a hit at the domestic box
office, setting a new record for local children and family friendly productions. The film is not
unwatchable and there is some ironic fun to be had, mostly due to its stiff lipped and po-faced tone.
However, for anyone expecting to see much of Jackie Chan, martial arts action in general, or even an
engaging 'rights of passage' tale about one boy's journey into manhood, will be left disappointed. PD
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